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D BREAKING: Israel Cuts Aid to Gaza to Pressure Hamas Over Bodies — While Violating Its
Own Commitments on Palestinian Remains

With the four bodies of slain Israeli captives transferred to the Red Cross earlier today,
Hamas has now handed eight since the ceasefire began. Around 20 more are believed to
remain in Gaza, and Times of Israel, citing officials involved in the process, reports that at
least four additional bodies will be returned to Israel later today (Tuesday).

Under the ceasefire, each Israeli body was to be exchanged for the remains of 15
Palestinians. Israel, which holds hundreds of Palestinian bodies, has thus far released only
45 instead of the 120 required — a clear breach of the deal.

Furthermore, Ahmad Masoud, director of the Palestinian Center for the Missing and Forcibly
Disappeared, said Israel handed over 45 bodies “without providing any list of names or
details,” later passing a message through the Red Cross that only 3 of the 45 Palestinian
would be identified “for now.” He accused Israel of deliberately delaying its obligations and
preventing families from burying their relatives with dignity.

Despite this, Israel has formally notified the UN it will cut aid shipments to famine-ravaged
Gaza to just half of the minimum required under the agreement, blaming Hamas for not
delivering all remains — even though the agreement itself recognized that some bodies
might not be located before the deadline and set up a Red Cross—mediated mechanism for
continued recovery afterward.
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e. Establishment of an information-sharing
mechanism between the two sides through the
mediators and the ICRC, to exchange information
and intelligence on any remaining deceased
hostages that were not retrieved within the 72
hours or remains of Gazans held by Israel. The
mechanism shall ensure that the remains of all the
hostages are fully and safely exhumed and
released. Hamas shall exert maximum effort to
ensure the fulfillment of these commitments as
soon as possible.

» Once all hostages are released, Israel will
release 250 life-sentence prisoners, plus
1,700 Gazans who were detained after
October 7th 2023, including all women and
children detained in that context. For every
Israeli hostage whose remains are released,
Israel will release the remains of 15 deceased
Gazans.
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